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Newsletter
We’re celebrating our
25th Anniversary!

Our old home before the new building was completed in 2012

We’re delighted to announce that we
celebrated our 25th Anniversary on 22nd
April 2021 when our journey began as
an independent charity continuing the
work of the USPCA. Our aim then and
continues today is to address and educate on
animal welfare issues and offer re-homing
opportunities for unwanted and neglected
dogs, cats and many, many more!
While there have been many changes our
core objectives remain unchanged and this is
something we are immensely proud of.
We estimate that over the last 25 years we have
found ‘Forever Homes’ for almost 20,000
animals and an unquantifiable number have
been rescued from cruelty and distress – we
hope you agree this is
AMAZING and something
to shout about.
Our staff complement may
have changed over the years
however a core of staff
members have remained
with us throughout our
journey, in particular
Margaret who transferred
over from the USPCA and
for some time was the only employee; together
we have over 100 years of animal welfare

MAAS Newsletter April.indd 1

experience within our staff team.
We have welcomed many volunteers in many
capacities over the last 25 years including
work and Duke of Edinburgh placements; the
journey of our volunteers
have been different, some
with us over our lifetime
and some for the shorter
term however all have the
same passion for animal
welfare and have provided an
invaluable commitment to
our work.
2012 saw the completion
of our long awaited new building which was
the result of many years of fundraising and
has cemented us as one of
the leading animal welfare
organisations in Northern
Ireland while ensuring our
long term sustainability
and our commitment to
unwanted animals in the
future.
We’re delighted to announce
that, in this our anniversary
year, work will commence to
develop our additional land to the rear of our
premises, which includes outdoor runs for our

dogs, including agility area, a bespoke puppy
unit and meet and greet building.
Of course none of our work would have been
possible without our supporters, all of whom
have followed our journey,
supported us and were there
when we needed them most;
for this we cannot express
our immense gratitude.
To celebrate we are holding
an Anniversary Ballot and
the money raised from
this will go towards the
development costs of our
outdoor space, we hope you will again find
it in your hearts to support us. You can do
this by clicking the link on our facebook or
website for the justgiving ballot.
We also hope you enjoy looking at some of
our photographs from times gone past and an
old edition of our newsletter.
While things have definitely changed the core
of our work has not and ALL of it has only
been possible due to the fantastic supporter
network we have, without YOU none of this
would have been possible!
Our celebrations will continue over the year,
so we’ll keep you posted. Here’s to the next 25
years, our journey continues…..
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A celebration of our Com

The front of our new building completed in 2012

Animal Welfare Manager Margaret Wade has worked for the Sanctuary for over 25 years..
that’s 175 in dog years !

Cattery Assistant Avril McColm is purrfect
in the opinion of all our feline friends

Volunteer Leah Ruddock with Chloe

Don’t know why he’s looking for me at that
end? I’ve made it to the end of the tunnel in
the Training Barn.. Freedom thinks Maggie!
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Kenny & George taking time out to chill!
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Commitment to Care for 25 Years

A special
birthday treat
for Finlay!
Meet our Finlay...
Finlay has become the mascot for our 25th
Anniversary celebrations as he’s the longest live
in resident here at the Sanctuary having been
here for the last 9 years!
Finlay’s temperament meant that he was not
suitable for re-homing however we ensured he
had a home for life and is now very much part
of the Sanctuary family.
While Finlay may be getting on a bit in age and
his walks have been reduced and replaced with
short journeys out in the van, he still cannot
resist the temptation of a tasty treat!

Daily and rewarding enrichment are key to our animals welfare
and wellbeing
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Margaret tells
us all about
the last 25
years... or 175
doggy years!
We catch up with Margaret, who has been a major part of the Sanctuary over the last 25 years
Q. How did you start your world of
work in animal welfare?
A. I started as a volunteer with the
USPCA as my dad worked there; this
ignited my interest as he always brought
home animals in need of that extra care,
our house was never empty!
Q. What was it like in the early days
when you were the only employee?
A. It was a fantastic new adventure
but hard work as you’d expect. It grew
quickly though and we soon realised more
help was needed and this was initially
brought about through work schemes
and volunteers.
Q. What has the biggest change been
over the last 25 years?
A. The first big change was making the
Sanctuary a better place for our animals
and providing the best possible care
for them, the need for a new building
became a necessity. Lot’s of fundraising
started, standing on streets collecting
and opens days etc but it was all worth it
to achieve our dream building. No more
cold nights for our animals now with

their underfloor heating!
Q. What are you stand out memories
of rescuing and re-homing a dog, cat
and any other animals?
A. I have so many memories – Black
Elvis comes to mind as he was a cruelty
case and was very underweight when he
arrived at the Sanctuary. He spent many
years with ourselves but eventually found
his forever home with our long term
volunteer, Betsy Moffatt. Black Elvis lived
happily in a loving home; a home he so
much deserved.
Also, a wee cat called Arthur came
to us who was very unpredictable, he
soon became part of the family at the
Sanctuary living in the office and roaming
about as he liked. He lived out his life
at the Sanctuary and was much loved
by everyone. I could keep telling of so
many stories, happy and sad, but their
memories are always in my heart.
Q. Tell us what our volunteers have
meant to you over the years?
A. Our volunteers have played a big
part in my life in being involved with

Thanks to our sponsors for their support in producing this newsletter
53 Belfast Road
Antrim BT41 1PG
Tel: 028 9446 3265
firmountvets.co.uk

77B Main St, Ballyclare BT39 9AA
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Q. If you were to invite 3 people to
dinner who would they be and why?
A. I would love to take everyone
connected to the Sanctuary as everyone
has a special place in my heart but if I’m
being put on the spot I’ll have to send an
invite to 5!
Two people who have sadly passed but
have been inspirational to me, they are
Joyce Graham and Betsy Moffatt. Three
others I would choose would be Doreen
Mawhinney who has fostered cats right
from the beginning, Moira Cross who
has been a fantastic help and is always
waiting at the gates for me in the
morning and finally Angus Moore who
has kept me on my toes day and night.
Animal welfare has been the biggest part
of all their life’s and mine as well over
these last 25 years.

Support the animals
Support the Sanctuary
Here are some ways to help:

www.nfumutual.co.uk

60 Greystone Road Antrim BT41 2QN
T: 028 9446 3993 www.midantrim.org

the Sanctuary; I couldn’t have done it
without their help. I only have to lift
the phone any time of the day or night.
Some have been here right from the start
and for this I am eternally grateful – you
are all amazing!

www.glenburnvets.co.uk
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Donations
Volunteer
Commitment to Care Membership
Sponsor a long term dog
Sponsor a kennel
Legacies
Fundraise for us
Amazon Wishlist & Amazon Smile
Wedding Favours
Donations in lieu of flowers

www.midantrim.org/ways-to-help
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